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Separate collection improves the quality of life. 
Just imagine what our streets, our fields, forests 
and rivers, and our sea would look like if all of the 
waste from recyclable plastic and other materials 
were not there but in the separate collection 
containers. And imagine what the benefits would 
be for the environment and the economy.

Aware of its responsibility, ECOPACK Bulgaria 
continues to invest, upgrade and improve the 
separate collection system. And the results are 
tangible – a larger amount of packaging waste 
collected and brought back into the economy 
rather than ending up in the urban and natural 
environment.

In this way we meet the rising environmental 
requirements for EU member countries. We also 
live up to the ever higher expectations of our 
clients – companies with a responsible attitude 
and ambitious sustainability commitments, of our 
partners, the municipalities, and the ever more 
demanding and active Bulgarian public. 

ZAEDNO – JOINT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM Of ECOPACK AND 
ITS CLIENTS

For 13 years already, ECOPACK Bulgaria 
has been striving to be as close as 

possible to its clients – the reason for being 
of the first and largest packaging waste 
recovery organization in this country. This 
year, as well, ECOPACK has continued 
creating added value for its clients by 
offering new services and improving the 
quality of existing ones.
Thanks to the annual surveys we’ve been 
conducting among clients, institutions, 
and the public, and based on our year-
long extensive experience in implementing 
national awareness campaigns, we’ve 
identified a new, highly effective 
communication channel for reaching the end 
consumers – our clients’ communication 
campaigns.
The Zaedno (Together) Program 
incorporates in the most fitting manner 
the messages about the importance and 
benefits to us all of separate collection and 
environmental protection into the various 
communication campaigns and initiatives 
of our clients. Thus they repeatedly reach 
millions of consumers in every part of the 
country.
In this way we are creating added value, 
both for society as a whole, by increasing 

the share of separate collection and 
promoting a sustainable and eco-friendly 
way of life, and for our clients, by effectively 
communicating their sustainability 
commitments to consumers, partners, and 
investors. Furthermore, Zaedno helps us 
fulfill our mission – to recover with a care 
for society, all while retaining our leading 
position in the field of environmental 
protection.
The Program is to be implemented in the 
period 2017-2019 and involves more than 
50 of the biggest companies in Bulgaria, 
all among the leaders in the fields of fast-
moving consumer goods and retail.

 ECOPACK Bulgaria has been awarded 
certification under BSS EN ISO 9001: 2008 
and BSS EN ISO 14001:2005SO



 

DID yOU KNOw…?

THE GREEN DOT – PIONEER Of THE CIRCULAR ECONOMy

The Green Dot symbol, which 
we are accustomed to seeing 

on the packaging of various kinds 
of products, means that their 
producer or distributor participates, 
including financially, in a system 
for packaging waste collection 
and recycling and thus meets the 
requirements of European and 
national legislation. 
The Green Dot (Der Grüne 
Punkt) was introduced in 1991 in 
Germany where a dual system of 
waste collection was established. 
The international organization 
PRO Europe (Packaging Recovery 
Organisation Europe) was founded 
in 1995 as the general licensor 
of the Green Dot trademark for 
companies committed to building 
up and maintaining packaging 
waste recovery systems.  
The Green Dot symbol is a 
worldwide protected trademark 
and can only be put on packaging 
with the approval of its owner, 

i.e. of a member of PRO Europe. 
The exclusive authorized licensee 
for the Republic of Bulgaria is 
ECOPACK Bulgaria.
The fact that ECOPACK Bulgaria 
is a long-standing member of 
the European organizations 
PRO Europe and EXPRA only 
confirms that its system for 
separate collection and recovery of 
packaging is exemplary in terms of 
meeting the respective targets by 
the highest European standards.  
The Green Dot represents the 
financial contribution of the 
respective company (producer or 
importer) to a recovery organization 
which is fully owned by the 
obligated industry, operates on a 
not-for-profit basis, and has as its 
main focus the promotion (among 
society as a whole) of separate 
collection and its benefits.
It is precisely on the basis of such 
principles that ECOPACK Bulgaria 
has organized its activity. 

The use of the Green Dot 
trademark by distributors or 
producers of packaged goods in 
Bulgaria can be authorized either 
by way of regular membership in 
the separate collection system 
(under a contract concluded 
with ECOPACK Bulgaria) or by 
signing the so-called license-only 
agreement.

• PRO Europe has 31 members active 
in 31 countries

• about 150.000 companies are 
contributing licensees/members of 
PRO Europe member systems

• about 540 million inhabitants have 
access to separate collection financed 
by PRO Europe member systems

• more than 400  billion packaging items 
are yearly labeled with the ‘Green Dot’, 
a registered trademark in more than 
140 countries



PLASTIC – CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

THE CIRCULAR ECONOMy AND PLASTIC 
PACKAGING – fIvE RECOMMENDATIONS 
By THE INTERNATIONAL SOLID wASTE 
ASSOCIATION 

Plastic is one of the most 
widespread materials in the 

modern world. A combination of 
unique functional properties and low 
cost, it has thousands of applications. 
Today practically every inhabitant of 
the planet interacts with something 
made of plastic every day.

Plastic packaging constitutes 26% of 
the plastics market. Some types of 
plastic packaging are only used once 
because they cannot be recycled in 
an economically viable way. 30% of 
plastic packaging can only be burned 
for energy or put in landfill. At the 
same time, as much as 32% are left 
outside the waste collection systems.

In its Survey on the Use of Recycled 
Plastic Materials (RPM), the European 
Plastics Converters Association 
(EuPM) notes that the quality of 

The transition from linear to circular 
economy calls for new ways not 

only of operation throughout the value 
chain, but also of cooperation among 
all the agents along that chain.  This 
is particularly applicable to plastic 
packaging manufacturers. That is 
why the International Solid Waste 
Association (ISWA) has published 
five recommendations specifically 
formulated for this field: 
Design appropriately 

Design packaging using only one type 
of plastic or make them separable 
upon disposal. Minimize the use 
of additives - where possible, use 

these materials remains the biggest 
obstacle to their use as raw materials. 
Almost 60% of the European plastics 
converting companies find it hard or 
very had to get a supply of RPM in 
an acceptable quality. Only 27% of 
them state that their customers are 
sufficiently aware of the benefits and 
needs to use RPM.

Good practices in the ways of 
designing, using, and recovering 
plastic packaging are essential with 
a view to preventing them from 
ending up in the environment. One 
innovation in the production of foil is 
the use of a copolymer between the 
layers of PE and PP plastics. This 
intermediate layer makes it possible 
to use the properties of the two types 
of plastics while improving the cost-
effectiveness of their separation in 
the process of recycling.

generic, common plastic blends to 
simplify recycling.

Rethink resources 

Use the different visual look of 
recycled plastics to communicate 
sustainability. Take advantage of the 
fact that consumers prefer eco-friendly 
products – they will appreciate the 
recyclability of your products.

Cooperate throughout the value 
chain

Expand your design toolbox to include 
sustainability as a standard element 
and push demands down the value 

New technologies in the production of 
RPM make it possible to reduce, and 
even eliminate, the use of water for 
cleaning and cooling purposes. This 
can help save significant resources.

Of essential importance in the 
recycling of plastics is the rigorous 
separation of the collected waste 
materials since the different types of 
plastics contaminate each other. This 
year a major partner of ECOPACK 
Bulgaria invested in a technology 
for automated separation of plastic 
packaging waste from plastic solid 
waste. The facility is currently one 
of its kind in Bulgaria and uses three 
optical sorters to separate plastics by 
type and color. Its capacity is 5 t/h, 
with up to 99% purity, and annual 
output exceeding 12,000 tons of 
recycled product.

chain. Investigate and understand the 
needs of consumers and help them be 
more sustainable.

Innovate

Investigate the use of recycled 
plastics for new products. Invest in 
technological development to this end. 

Partner up with the waste 
management sector

Think more about the moment when 
your packaging becomes waste. 
Collaborate with the companies in the 
sector to facilitate easier collection, 
sorting and recycling.



PLASTIC – CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES MORE ECO-fRIENDLy CONTAINERS fOR A MORE EffICIENT 
wASTE COLLECTION SySTEM

ECOPACK Bulgaria’s three-year 
program for refurbishment of the 

separate waste collection systems 
has concluded. In the period 2014-
2017, 4,790 yellow and blue hinged-
lid containers were replaced with 
igloo-type ones. The containers 
in 15 municipalities were replaced 
in 2017. The new model is more 
efficient and eco-friendly, with 26% 
larger useful volume.
The new containers have a number 
of other advantages – they take up 
less space in the city environment 
and have no detachable parts (lids, 
wheels) which are easily damaged 
or broken and facilitate undue 
displacement of the containers. 
Because of the type of opening, 
they largely prevent pillaging of 
recyclable materials and offer better 
protection against rain and snow. 
They impede the disposal of full 
trash bags and thus help prevent 
contamination of the recyclable 
materials with general household 
waste. The new vessels require 

special waste-collection equipment 
and thus can only serviced by 
companies with a commitment to 
environmental protection and the 
recycling of the collected materials. 
Currently ECOPACK Bulgaria uses 
47 specialized vehicles to this end. 

All of these improvements are being 
implemented as part of the efforts 
of ECOPACK Bulgaria to constantly 
upgrade the waste collection 
system, increase the amount of 
recyclable packaging waste, and 
reduce the amount of landfill waste. 
The new vessels help achieve these 
goals, as evident from the figures 
with data from the municipalities 
where ECOPACK successfully 
replaced the old containers.

Recycled packaging waste in 2016 – 100,117.47 tons.

83
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2 570 688
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STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND PARENTS TOGETHER IN “RECyCLING 
wEEK wITH ECOPACK”

fIfTH CONSECUTIvE EDITION Of OLD PAPER fOR NEw BOOK

The national educational program 
“Recycling Week with ECOPACK” will be 

held for the first time in more than 50 schools 
in Sofia. It was launched with a special event at 
Hilton Hotel in Sofia attended by Ms. Denitsa 
Satcheva, Deputy Minister of Education 
and Science, Ms. Ivelina Vassileva, Chair 
of the Committee on the Environment and 
Water with the National Assembly, Ms. Lorita 
Radeva, Chair of the Committee on the 
Protection of the Environment, Agriculture, 
and Forests with Sofia Municipality Council, 
Ms. Vanya Kastreva, Head of the Sofia 
Inspectorate on Education, as well as school 
directors and teachers from the capital. The 
representatives of the various institutions 
expressed their high appreciation and 
support for the efforts and investments by 
ECOPACK Bulgaria in long-term national 
educational programs, while the directors 
and teachers confirmed their readiness to 
participate.

During the week students’ attention 
will be drawn to the topics of separate 
waste collection, recycling and recovery; 
environmental preservation, and sustainable 
development. The program includes 
themed lessons, as well as various events 
and extracurricular activities. In this way, 

For the fifth consecutive year, five cities in 
Bulgaria – Haskovo, Sofia, Russe, Plovdiv, 

and Burgas – hosted the eco campaign Old 
Paper for New Book, which will helped children 
find out more about separate waste collection 
and recycling and learn how they can protect 
nature and the environment.

ECOPACK Bulgaria and Greenwich Book 
Center joined efforts with the shared idea that 
it is important for every child to learn from a 
very early age to take care of nature, to collect 
waste separately, and to develop a special 
taste for books and reading.  

At the events in all five cities, each child, 
accompanied by an adult, who handed over 
at least 5 kg of old paper for recycling would 
receive a new children’s book of their choice, 
as well as various gifts from event partners. 
The campaign mascot this year was one the 
best-loved modern fantasy characters – Percy 
Jackson, son of Poseidon, Thief of Lightning, 
and nephew of Zeus. The participants in the 
five cities could enjoy Percy Jackson-themed 

it aims to bring together the efforts of 
teachers, students, and parents in the field 
of environmental education and in fostering 
enduring recycling habits.
The Program will span three years. It will 
start in Sofia within the European Week 
for Waste Reduction (November 21-29) 
and in 2018 will be held in another 12 
municipalities. ECOPACK Bulgaria provides 
the participating schools with a special 
teacher’s set including an environmental 
lesson plan handbook for grades 1 through 

quiz games and sweepstakes, where they 
could show off their knowledge of the books 
and, of course, win more prizes. And to make 
the special day even more memorable, in Sofia, 
all of the children who handed over paper 
for recycling could have their photo taken in 
a Gods of Olympus photo booth provided by 
Photo King.
As part of the campaign ECOPACK Bulgaria 
also published the special edition “You Can 
Save the Planet”, distributed among the 
participants. 
Under the motto “Clean Up and Read Up”, a 
total of 8,250 young eco activists, handed 
over 43 tons of paper and thus saved from 
felling 560 trees.  The kids found out more 
about recycling, learned how to collect waste 
separately, and received 9,600 new books of 
their choice.
Over the five annual editions of the campaign, 
close to 26,250 children took part together with 
their parents and handed over for recycling 
133 tons of paper, receiving 29,600 books in 

return. Together, we thus saved 1,730 trees 
from felling.

7 and grades 8 through 12, videos, tips 
and instructions for conducting educational 
games and competitions, and educational 
posters. The teacher aids and manuals have 
been designed by a team of teachers under 
the Teach for Bulgaria Program.
All of the schools that decide to join the 
Recycling Week with ECOPACK will be 
provided with recycling bins and special 
certificates. The most active and resourceful 
teachers will also be awarded.

SOCIETy



SUSTAINABLE DEvELOPMENT DEPENDS ON THE EffORTS 
Of EACH AND EvERy ONE Of US

It is the mission of the 
company you manage to 

contribute towards a healthy 
and environment-friendly way 
of life through the production 
and distribution of high-quality 
non-alcoholic beverages. What 
are some of your achievements 
with respect to the protection 
of the environment and natural 
resources?

As a socially responsible company, 
Devin is investing in public 
awareness and communication 
campaigns dedicated to the 
importance of water and good 
hydration for a healthy lifestyle. 
Care for the environment is equally 
among our main priorities. As a 
leader in the bottled water market, 
we’ve been a model of responsible 
production and investment in new 
technologies and innovation. Devin 
mineral and spring water come 
from an environmentally clean 
region with unique nature. The 
Rhodope Mountains are our home, 
the very soul of our product. We 
realize our role in preserving this 
valuable natural resource and are 
proud of the purity and unparalleled 
properties of our bottled water. 
That is why, in our daily operation, 
we uphold the highest standards 
of quality and product control with 
great care for the water resource 
we are using and for the health of 
our consumers.

This year Devin became part of the 
Spadel Group – a company with 
proven traditions in the production 
of bottled water in Western Europe, 
a leader is sustainability practices. 
On the group level, we strive to 
limit the environmental impact of 
our activity, to take good care of 
the water resource with which 

we operate, as well as to be 
environmentally clean in all aspects 
of our activity. And this can only 
be accomplished through the joint 
efforts of us all.

Devin recently became part of 
the initiative Crystal Clear of the 
Association of Non-Alcoholic 
Beverage Producers in Bulgaria. 
Together with another 7 companies 
from the sector, we support and 
appeal for clear rules, clean 
business and responsibility towards 
our partners, clients, and society. As 
part of our commitment and with the 
support of the American University 
in Bulgaria and the Center for 
Health and Global Environment 
with Harvard University, we’ve 
developed a leadership program for 
sustainable development. It aims 
to promote best practices in the 
field and to create future leaders of 
change who will contribute towards 
the sustainable development of 
the economy and the prosperity of 
Bulgarian society. 
What is the main focus of the 
company in waste management 
and in reducing the use of 
natural resources?
Devin traditionally supports 
investments in new production 
technologies and the effective 
use of energy and resources. The 
company will continue investing in 
this area with the awareness of its 
obligations to the environment and 
to society. We support a number 
of initiatives aimed at reducing 
the weight of packaging, which 
contributes towards a reasonable 
use of resources.
Devin is a member of the Board 
of Directors of ECOPACK 
Bulgaria, how do you assess 
the efforts of the organization 

to raise the effectiveness of 
separate collection of packaging 
waste?

Devin is among the founders of 
ECOPACK and we highly appreciate 
our beneficial and long-standing 
cooperation. Being on the Board, 
I feel personally committed to 
reviewing the long-term strategies, 
annual plans and investments. 
We’ll continue to invest in the 
separate collection of waste and 
in the effectiveness of our efforts. 
ECOPACK plays a fundamental 
role in implementing a sustainable 
model for all the member companies 
of the organization. ECOPACK 
and Devin are in perfect accord 
in terms of goals set and impact 
achieved.  ECOPACK Bulgaria has 
an experienced and committed, 
exceptionally knowledgeable 
team. The organization invests 
in educational campaign and will 
continue to play an important role 
in raising public awareness and 
commitment to separate waste 
collection on a national level. 

Thomas Krennbauer,
CEO, Devin EAD



RECORD NUMBER Of PARTICIPANTS IN GOLDEN SHUTTLECOCK 
SCHOOL BADMINTON TOURNAMENT

NEw PLAyGROUNDS fOR THE KIDS IN RUSSE, vELIKO TURNOvO, 
AND SHUMEN

ECOPACK Bulgaria has invested 
in three new children’s facilities in 

three municipalities – Russe, Veliko 
Turnovo, and Shumen. “It is our belief 
that when we help build beautiful play 
and recreation facilities for the children 
and their parents we awaken their sense 
of responsibility and commitment. We 
count on them to take just as good 
care of the new playgrounds as of the 
neighborhood they live in and the park 
they enjoy walking in. When people 
see our concern and efforts to make 
their city a better and cleaner place to 

live, they respond with the same care. 
And nothing is more rewarding to us 
than the joy in the children’s eyes or 

among children and their families not 
just a healthy lifestyle, but also a more 
responsible attitude to nature and the 
environment in the name of a better 
future for all of us. “It is our pleasure 
to support this competition and see 
so many smiling children’s faces,” Mr. 
Bourgoudjiev added. 

The President of the Bulgarian 
Badminton Federation Puzant 
Kassabian greeted all participants and 
presented Todor Bourgoudjiev and 
other prominent promoters of this sport 
in Bulgaria with memorial medals and 
certificates on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of organized badminton in 
Bulgaria.

More than 250 schoolchildren in 
grades 1 through 7 joined the twelfth 

edition of the Golden Shuttlecock School 
Badminton Tournament for the Sofia 
Cup. It was organized by the Bulgarian 
Badminton Federation and ECOPACK 
Bulgaria and held under the patronage 
of Mayor of Sofia Yordanka Fandukova, 
with the support of Devin EAD.
Resumed thanks to the financial support 
of ECOPACK, the largest packaging 
waste recovery organization in this 
country, this year again the competition 
helped promote this sport and its 
future development in the capital, as 
well as a responsible attitude towards 
the environment, all while giving all 

interested students the opportunity to 
take part in a sports event.   

The opening ceremony was attended by 
Chief Secretary of the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports Asen Markov who greeted 
the young participants with the words:

“I’d like to thank ECOPACK Bulgaria for 
supporting this competition. I believe 
such sports events help promote 
healthy sports habits among the young 
generation and encourage efforts to 
protect the environment. Let us all 
practice sports more and pollute less.”

ECOPACK Bulgaria Executive Director 
Todor Bourgoudjiev noted that the 
chief aim of this event was to promote 

the gratitude of their parents,” said 
ECOPACK Bulgaria Executive Director 
Todor Bourgoudjiev.
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